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SUMMARY 
 

Over the next ten years 2020 - 2030, we are 
committed to preventing, halting and reversing the 
degradation of Nile Equatorial Lakes. 

The Nile Equatorial Lakes Citizen Science Program 
aims to raise awareness in preventing, halting and 
reversing the degradation of ecosystems and 
wetlands,  through training and the education of 
local communities to gather vital evidence about 
the state of the ecosystem soil, water, trees and 
wildlife, as well as promoting sustainable 
livelihoods, conservation and waste management 
activities.  

In support and in partnership with the UN Decade 
on Ecosystem Restoration (2020 - 2030), we launch 
the Citizen Science Program on World 
Environment Day, June 5th, 2021. 
 
To register for the program please visit:  
http//www. netafrica.be 
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Introduction 
 

The UN Decade on Ecosystem Restoration is a rallying call for 
the protection and revival of ecosystems all around the world, for 
the benefit of people and nature. It aims to halt the degradation 
of ecosystems and restore them to achieve global goals. Only 
with healthy ecosystems can we enhance peopleôs livelihoods, 
counteract climate change, and stop the collapse of biodiversity. 

The UN Decade runs from 2021 through 2030, which is also the 
deadline for the Sustainable Development Goals and the timeline 
scientists have identified as the last chance to prevent 
catastrophic climate change. 

The United Nations General Assembly has proclaimed the UN 
Decade following a proposal for action by over 70 countries from 
all latitudes.  

Led by the United Nations Environment Programme and the 
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, The UN 
Decade is building a strong, broad-based global movement 
to ramp up restoration and put the world on track for a 
sustainable future. That will include building political momentum 
for restoration as well as thousands of initiatives on the ground. 

In response to this call to prevent, halt and reverse degradation 
of ecosystems, the Nile Equatorial Lakes Citizen Science 
Program is launched. 

 

Fadeke Ayoola 
CEO, NET Africa 
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Economic Driver - Wetlands 
provide goods and services that 
play a vital role in determining 
economic output and human 
wellbeing. However, the 
unsustainable use of natural 
resources within wetlands is a 
problem. This citizen science app 
includes a library of resources that 
promote alternative approaches to 
achieving income that does not 
degrade natural resources. 

 

Cultural Driver - Traditional 
ecological knowledge (TEK) can 
contribute to science, economic 
growth and community wellbeing. 
The library within the citizen 
science app invites local 
communities to contribute their 
TEK.  

 

Technological Driver - The citizen 
science app aims to narrow the 
digital divide between groups who 
do and do not have access to 
modern technology. The citizen 
science app includes a library of 
resources that reduce technological 

inequality.  
 

Social Driver - To promote citizen 
science research groups, working 
groups, community groups to support 
life-long learning and prompt behavioural 
change. To raise awareness of the 
values of biodiversity and the steps they 
can take to conserve and use it 

sustainably.  

v 

 
Policy Driver - Citizen science 
can contribute towards various 
stages of the policy-making 
cycle. For example, through 
systematic observations 
supported by scientific 
evidence, problems, issues and 
concerns can be communicated 
to high-level decision-makers. 
Citizen science can facilitate the 
inclusion of diverse societal 
perspectives in decision-
making, since the inclusion of a 
broad representation of society 
is included in the data 
gathering. Through citizen 
science the implementation of 
policies become more 
meaningful, since such policies 
have legitimization and 
endorsement by local citizens. 

Citizen Science Drivers 

Biodiversity Driver - To promote 
across all key stakeholdersô 
conservation and sustainable use 
of biodiversity with the objective of 
reducing the loss of habitats and 
forests across the Nile Equatorial 
Lakes. To promote sustainable and 
legal approaches to managing and 
harvesting fish and invertebrate 
stocks. 

 

 

 



 

CITIZEN SCIENCE |  6 

 
 

 
 
 

The main objective of the citizen science program and digital app is 
to contribute towards a collective network of people and 
community across riparian countries to reverse environmental 
degradation, improve the habitats of hundreds of species as well as 
increase sustainable use of natural resources to improve the 
economic wellbeing and livelihoods of those who benefit from 
natural resources within a number of wetlands within the River Nile 
Equatorial Lakes.  

 

There are six key benefits of the citizen science program. 
 
 

 

 

 

The Nile Equatorial Lakes 


